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is eternal, self-active, and endowed with the promise and potency of all order,, life, and thought, yet men may even now speak and reason as if they were quite certain that it is ? But surely, if this be what it means, "the long way from the iguanodon and his contemporaries to the president and the members of the British Association " has been as conspicuously' one of progress in absurdity as in science. A man who has no reason for believing that matter is eternal, must not merely bow his head and acknowledge his ignorance, but he must cease ascribing eternity to matter, and confess that he has no right to be a materialist. If, notwithstanding his avowed ignorance and the evidence adduced to prove matter created, he habitually assumes that matter is eternal, what else can be said than that he arbitrarily, chooses to believe matter eternal, because he would otherwise be bound to believe it created ?
How is it that materialists are in general willing to take their stand in such a position ? Is it because they cannot find one more tenable ? In other words, is it because the only reasons that can be given for believing matter eternal are worse than none ? Perhaps it is. At all events, the only reasons that have been given are so weak that the slightest examination is sufficient completely to discredit them.
A German materialist (Dr Lowenthal) gives the